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SUBJECT: TERRORIST ATTACK AT BEIRUT AIRPORT OCTOBER 4 
REF: BEIRUT 12387 (BEIRUT 4 OCT 75 0620Z) 

1. PIECING TOGETHER INFO FROM SEVERAL SOURCES, WE SUMMAR- 
IZE BELOW OUR CURRENT READING OF THE TERRORIST INCIDENT AT 
BEIRUT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT OCT 4. 

2. AT ABOUT 0530 HOURS, FOUR MEN DROVE UP TO MAIN EN- 
TRANCE OF AIRPORT IN A MERCEDES CAR. THREE GOT OUT CARRY- 
ING AUTOMATIC WEAPONS EITHER FULLY VISIBLE OR PARTLY HIDDEN 
IN BAGS, AND DRIVER SPED AWAY. THE THREE IMMEDIATELY 
OPENED FIRE THROUGH GLASS ENTRYWAY. THEN RAN INTO MAIN LOBBY 
STILL FIRING. SECURITY POLICE RETURNED FIRE. RESULT OF BRIEF 
SHOOT-OUT WAS: ONE TERRORIST KILLED, TWO WOUNDED; ONE 
SECURITY POLICEMAN KILLED, ONE WOUNDED; ONE BYSTANDER KILLED, 
SEVEN WOUNDED. (STATISTICS ON BYSTANDER CASUALTIES ARE NOT 
CONFIRMED.) 

3. TWO WOUNDED TERRORISTS THEN RAN OUT TO TARMAC. ONE 
FLED ONTO PARKED MEA PLANE; OTHER FLED TO END OF FIELD AND 
HID. BOTH WERE EVENTUALLY FLUSHED OUT AND CAPTURED. INCI- 
DENT WAS DECLARED FINISHED AS OF APPROX 0930 HOURS. AIRCRAFT. 
WHICH HAD BEEN WARNED NOT TO LAND AFTER SHOOTING BEGAN, RE- 
SUMED REGULAR LANDINGS AT APPROX 0945 HOURS. 

4. DRIVER OF TERRORISTS' CAR WAS LATER TURNED OVER TO 
AUTHORITIES BY PLO'S PALESTINIAN ARMED STRUGGLE COMMAND. 

5. IDENTITY OF TERRORISTS WAS IN QUESTION FOR SOME TIME. 

IT WAS EVENTUALLY ESTABLISHED THAT THEY HAD TIES TO FATAH OR- 
GANIZATION BUT ACTED WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE OF FATAH/PLO LEADER- 
SHIP. THE PLO QUICKLY CONDEMNED THE TERRORISTS' ACTION IN 
PUBLIC STATEMENT. THE ATTACKERS WERE APPARANTLY FATAH 
DISSIDENTS HAVING "REJECTIONIST" SYMPATHIES. ONE WAS 
PALESTINIAN, ONE EGYPTIAN, ONE SYRIAN, AND ONE LEBANESE. 

6. MOTIVE IS STILL UNCLEAR, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE OF SEEMING 
SUICIDE NATURE AND HAPHAZARD PLANNING OF ATTACK. ONE 
VERSION IS THAT TERRORISTS WISHED TO HIJACK AN EGYPTIAN 
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COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT TO PROTEST SINAI ACCORD. BUT THE EGYPT 
AIR FLIGHT WAS NOT DUE UNTIL APPROX 0800 HOURS AND SO HAD 
NOT ARRIVED WHEN INCIDENT OCCURRED. HIJACKING SEEMS UN- 
LIKELY MOTIVE IN ANY CASE, SINCE WEAPONS WERE CARE- 
LESSLY CONCEALED AND SHOOTING STARTED AT ENTRY TO BUILD- 
ING FAR FROM AIRCRAFT. CONCEIVABLY TERRORISTS WERE MIS- 
INFORMED ABOUT EGYPTIAN FLIGHT AND HAD MISTAKEN BELIEF 
THAT AIRPORT AN EASY MARK AT THAT EARLY HOUR. BUT MORE 
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PLAUSIBLE MOTIVE IS THAT ATTACKERS SIMPLY WISHED TO KEEP 
BEIRUT SCENE IN TURMOIL AND DISCREDIT AIRPORT AS INTER- 
NATIONAL FLIGHT CENTER. 

GODLEY 
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